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GREAT STRIDES 


certainly fitting mention the “great 
strides” that have taken place our altered thinking and han- 
dling disease many individuals and the 
Public Health Service. The Public Health Service acting rightly 
accordance with both scientific knowledge and human feeling 
its easing restrictions. However, everyone concerned with 
the disease must educated regard disease feared 
less than many others and one which stigma attaches. 


ROBERT STOLAR, 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL 
WASHINGTON, 


(See—-A Dermatologist Speaks— Page 


Facts That You Should Know About Hansen’s Disease 


“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
municable,” but susceptibility much greater infants and 
young children, and decreases with age. also probable 
that most cases the susceptibility familial. the United 
States, endemic foci are limited Louisiana, Texas and 
Florida. Outside these states, Hansen’s disease rarely 
communicated contacts that from the public health stand- 
point might considered practically non-communic- 
able disease. The hospital Carville was founded fifty- 
four years ago. date not single member the medical 
nursing staff has contracted the disease. 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take 
any special precautions. Children under are not admitted. 


Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually 
for periods month. 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) indubitable 
proof the remoteness the communicability 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds at- 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted inoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist than 
145 recorded has been able infect other 
human voluntecrs attempted inoculation the germ. 


+ * * * 


THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that determined, the 6,000 
year old practice imprisoning person for life because 
happens sick will done away with. 


This paper, and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect the unconvinced and not because there any necessity for it. 


THE STAR its entirety hand-set patients. This activity open all interested patients. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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have just returned from Hawai 
Millar. went with Dr. Norman Sloan and Dr. Harry 

this trip was able reinfor 
tions have had for long time 
ease highly restricted susceptible persons and that 
highly confined certain families. The movement that 
about sensible program control, certainly well 
out there. You know, course, the change that has 
the administration Hawaii. and was great 
able help the Health Department setting both their 
program and their plans for hospitalization and treat- 

believe that now you might well 
upon which the moribund ideas segration and 
based. this connection, notice the first page the Jun 

issue The STAR, that “Facts That You Should Know About 
Hansen’s Disease” you state “The medical world classes Hansen’s 
feebly communicable, but susceptibility much greater 
infants and young children, and decreases with age.” think 
this sentence tends imply that susceptibility may high in- 
fants and young children general. therefore implies that the 
danger contagion infants and young children likewise high. 
believe that the statement seen all the textbooks that suscep- 
tibility greater children error. see it, members 
families which there are cases (frequently the parents), who 
contract the disease infancy and childhood not because 
they were more highly susceptible children than they would 
later, but only because, being right the family with their diseased 
parents, they simply had chance contract the disease early 
life. There good illustration this Hawaii, where, you 
know, they have made practice for many years removing 
children born Kalaupapa home Honolulu. The theory was 
that contagion could avoided while they were very young, they 
would not contract the disease later years: matter fact, 
good many these children have contracted the disease when 
exposed the infection after they had gotten older. believe 
would good plan, order further de-emphasize the idea that 
the disease is, general, dangerously contagious, change the 
about infants and young children being more highly 
susceptible. 

note your story the liberalized program Hawaii that 
you say that “Dr. Sloan seems unwilling along with the times, 
clinging policies associated with the old compulsory segregation 
system.” spent great deal time with Dr. Sloan, and 
certain that this does not represent his attitude. not committed 
compulsory segregation, and should say that the present 
moment his great interest prompt diagnosis and treatment 
cases, with the idea that the period which the patient capable 
transmitting his infection may shortened. furthermore 
perfectly willing leave the patients home for treatment the 
circumstances are such that this can done without risking con- 
tagion other members the family. think correct say 
that both Dr. Sloan and Mr. Judd have done much away with 
the idea upon which Kalaupapa was founded—as place banish- 
ment—and make modern establishment for the hospitalization 
and treatment patients, for their isolation from the supposedly 
susceptible their families (and this within reason), and 
the same time make place which desirable domiciliary 
place for patients who have stay there for lengths time. This 
can better illustrated than the reaction the patients 
themselves when the question came moving them hos- 
pital near Honolulu, the idea being that would more accessible 
for visiting, etc., and more accessible various medical facilities. 
The patients voted themselves overwhelmingly favor staying 
Kalaupapa. other words, Sloan and Judd have made 
desirable community live in. you know, Kalaupapa used 
inaccessible, but now with the airplane, only thirty minutes 
from Honolulu, and beautiful spot. came the conclusion that 
all they need make Kalaupapa modern place for the 
hospitalization and treatment patients get rid the ancient 
idea banishment, and this they certainly are doing. 


believe the change that has been made Hawaii crowns 
your efforts toward more sensible attitude, and that are now 
the right track. Certainly, with the new drugs which bid fair 
not only prevent disfiguring deformities but also shorten the 
infectious period the disease, probably the one greatest preven- 
tive measure can hope for, the outlook Hansen’s disease 
the best that it’s ever been history. 


Now let tell you story. was one those who always 
agreed that was not nice call patient “leper,” any more 
than was call patients with tuberculosis “lungers,” but could 
see particular advantage changing the name the disease; 
and want tell you how and why have changed mind. 
When were Tinian, very nice Filipino boy the name 
Paulino said us, don’t mind being leper, long 
clean.” That once changed mind. realized that all the way 
since Biblical times the words “leper” and “unclean” have become 
inextricably hyphenated that you could never say one without 
implying the other. didn’t take ten seconds decide 
change the name the disease. 

also want see changed the terms which have all too 
been used, such “the apprehension lepers,” “incarceration 
lepers,” and finally “the parole would like see these 
changed the same expressions use public health practice 
any other disease such “case finding,” “early diagnosis,” “hos- 
pitalization and treatment” and “discharge,” for Hansen’s disease 
disease and not disgrace. 

Department Preventive Medicine 

Harvard University Medical School 
Boston, Massachusetts 

the time and thought which Dr. Aycock gave 
writing this letter THE STAR. Aycock one the country’s 
leading epidemiologists. His contention that susceptibility highly 
confined families, even distant blood kin, seems borne out 
Carville where, for example, high percentage the Louisiana 
patient group related some manner degree. One survey some 
years ago recorded that cousins accounted for more infections than 
all other relationships combined, brothers and sisters excepted. 
Dr. Aycock’s theory correct means patient with Hansen’s 
disease not much danger the general public because the 
chances transmitting his infection susceptible person (few 
the population general) would slight. 

believe, the concept susceptibility much greater 
infants and young children, and decreases with age” appearing 
under FACTS accepted the majority doctors working with 
THE STAR added this FACTS last year the suggestion 
Dr. Norman Sloan who said should included because was 
important the problem. Here have divergence opinion 
among medical authorities. 

encouraging hear that Dr. Sloan NOT committed 
compulsory segregation THE STAR indicated its May and 
June issues. But most encouraging Dr. Aycock’s decision favor 
change the name the disease. 


always with great interest that receive, and read THE 
STAR, and wish take this opportunity voice strong ob- 
jection and indignation about what consider shocking demon- 
stration bias and abominable demagoguery: 

page 13, issue June 13, 1949, TIME, lawyer the name 
Lloyd Paul Stryker, reputedly one “the most spectacular trial 
lawyers” quoted have accused and called Mr. Whittaker Cham- 
bers “moral leper” with all the innuendoes concommittant with 
designating one outcast, due his own objectionable sin and fault. 

consider duty Physician and human being 
strongly protest against such utterly misleading, untrue and biased 
implications. such quotation should correspond facts, suggest 
that you lodge adequate protests with all eloquence and power 
your command. Please consider this directing your attention the 
objectionable sensation-hungry behaviour the courtroom 
sign earnest effort help your cause the small manner 
possible me. 


Ed. 


University Clinic and Polyclinic (Dermatology) 
Erlangen, Germany 

The foul connotation the word “leper” which Mr. Stryker 
applied Whittaker Chambers the widely publicized Alger Hiss 
perjury trial, one that used frequently, with variations. 
often lodge protests only have the same thing pop again else- 
where. That why are trying get rid this odious word 
applied one who has Hansen’s disease. 
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DERMATOLOGIST SPEAKS 


Robert Stolar, D., Washington, 


Professor Dermatology and Syphilology, Georgetown University Medical School; Consultant 
Dermatology and Syphilology the Mt. Alto Veterans Hospital; Consultant 
Dermatology and Syphilology the Surgeon General the Army, 
assigned Walter Reed; Senior Visiting Dermatologist 
the Gallinger Municipal Hospital. 


Here almost the whole Dr. Stolar’s prepared 


statement, which presented June 23rd, 


hearing 5234 (The National Leprosy Act) 
before the subcommittee the Committee Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, House 
tives. Dr. Stolar, distinguished District Columbia 
dermatologist, testified the request the Carville 
Patients’ Federation. 

met Dr. Stolar during World War when 
frequently brought groups young medical officers 
Carville acquaint them with Hansen’s disease. 
that time was Col. Stolar, M.C., stationed 
LaGarde Hospital, New Orleans, charge the 
Dermatology Department. After the war, Dr. Stolar 
came Carville gather material Hansen’s 
disease which was included history the der- 
matological work done World War this 
country, written for the Army. 

Dr. Stolar has been associated with Dr. 
McCoy, recognized authority the study Han- 
sen’s disease. This alone accounts for his progressive 
thinking and definite stand the subject. 


Ed. 


Hansen’s disease today remains class alone 
this country with the restrictions and legal pro- 
hibitions concerning it. There are only two states 
that treat should be, restrictions what- 
ever and from entirely medical point view, 
New York and Massachusetts. 

dealings with patients, have found that they 
will almost any lengths eradicate chron- 
disabling disease. However, leprosy 
disease, have found that there has been 
hesitancy with few patients that have handled. 
They did not wish incarcerated 
tution for the treatment Hansen’s disease, and 
the question came how they could best 
treated elsewhere. believe that the disease 
could well treated anywhere the United 
States, with restriction the movement 
patient whatever, and would only place very lim- 
ited restriction and limited prohibitions endem- 
areas, and only there, under the supervision 
his personal physician. For those unable man- 
age outside, for those disabled that they were 


unable care for themselves cared for 
their families, institutions should take them. The 
established institutions could handle them they 
would any other chronic disease that they handle 
today, such tuberculosis. This disease much 
less communicable than the average active cases 
tuberculosis. 

The difficulty lies the attitude both the 
medical profession and the laity. was exper- 
ience during the war, when demonstrated such 
patients groups medical officers who had 
never seen Hansen’s disease, that they shrank 
from such patient and did not wish even 
come near. They had concept the disease. 
was entirely popular lay idea that they had. They 
had never received any instructions their schools, 
and their attitude was colored the use the 
word “leper” associated with everything that was 
unpleasant, during their childhood, during various 
biblical studies and also their daily living, when 
people wished use term opprobrium. They 
would use the term “leper” that manner. With 
education, soon altered the attitudes the 
medical officers and they handled these patients 
and studied them well. 

recently the last two months, have had 
two patients Washington with Hansen’s disease 
and both them large medical institutions. 
One was man who served the Navy Samoa 
1942, native Montana. Six years later 
developed signs the disease. was the first 
patient with Hansen’s disease most the local 
medical officers had seen. The attitude with both 
patients initially was somewhat fearful. little 
reassurance and elucidation the status the 
disease exists today and its lack infectivity 
non-endemic areas, changed the attitude. There 
are many such incidents. 

certain that people can taught there 
relaxation the laws, that health officers are 
not compelled carry out unnecessary, unscient- 
ific and undesirable procedures the manage- 
ment patients suspected this disease. Often the 
medical officers health officers hide behind the 
law even though they not believe that needs 
such stringent measures. believe that most our 
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population highly immune, manifested the 
lack spread the disease other parts the 
country than the endemic states Louisiana, 
Texas, Florida, and lower California. 

Once patient has been stigmatized with the 
diagnosis leprosy, almost impossible the 
present time remove the stigma from him and 
allow him carry normal activity and nor- 
mal work. saw patient during the war who had 
been stationed Guinea. had been in- 
jured there, and the end list diagnoses, 
medical officer put the word “leprosy”. Within 
short time, instead being the end the 
list, the term when was seen another med- 
ical officer was placed the top, spite the 
story the injury being clear. This man was 
rushed rapidly from New Guinea boat and 
plane across the Pacific and down Carville. 
Carville, was examined and diagnosis lep- 
rosy Hansen’s disease was not sustained. After 
much communicating back and forth, was sent 
from Carville service the LaGarde Gen- 
eral Hospital. this place was thoroughly ex- 
amined many medical personnel, more than 
the average patient, effort give him clean 
bill health, and was given clean bill health 
and was discharged back duty medical of- 
ficer. 

The first station which arrived was 
questioned where had been and what his 
previous stations were. The moment mentioned 
Carville, was immediately hospitalized and the 
officers charge decided that they would not 
have him handle him. Orders were requested 
from the Surgeon General’s office what 
with him. was felt that the problem would con- 
tinue and that the situation would repeated 
wherever would go, and this man, without 
the disease, was retired having the disease with 
all the attendant benefits retirement. 
seemed you could not budge the feeling the 
emotional content the feeling against the term 
associated with this man even though did not 
have the disease. 

Many factors the spread Hansen’s disease 
are consistently evident. spite the tremen- 
dous numbers Leprae. the causative organ- 
ism, and the ease with which they may demon- 
strated the lesions lepromatous leprosy, the 
mode transmission still remains unsettled. Cer- 
tain important facts are worthy elaboration. 


Leprosy not hereditary. 


high natural immunity occurs human 
beings, especially adults. 


Children, and the younger they are, are 
particularly susceptible infection. 
Not all cases leprosy are contagious. 


Prolonged and intimate contact necessary 
for transmission. 


evidence exists that leprosy 
animal insect vectors. 


Today have drugs which show excellent 
promise arresting the disease and producing high 
beneficial results much more rapidly than any pre- 
vious treatment. The patients that have received 
the sulfones since 1941 have responded 
well and the promise other sulfones now under 
investigation certainly support the notion that 
treatment can just well carried out anywhere 
the country and certainly much better 
endemic areas. restrictions need placed 
the movement the patient. 

certainly fitting mention the great strides 
that have taken place our altered thinking and 
handling this disease many individuals and 
the U.S. Public Health Service. The Public Health 
Service acting rightly accordance with both 
scientific knowledge and human feeling its eas- 
ing restrictions. They are now allowing the pa- 
tients return home much earlier than before, 
and also, not incarcerating the so-called non-com- 
municable types. However, everyone concerned 
with the disease must educated regard 
disease feared less than many others and 
one which stigma attaches. 

The revision the attitude the part the 
authorities handling the disease, well current 
advances chemotherapy, must widely pub- 
licized. This disease not crime punishable 
incarceration institutions isolated areas such 
Carville has been until now. must handled 
disease, and this requires the best scientific 
the least restriction placed upon any patient hav- 
ing diagnosis disease and concur 
with all the provisions the projected bill fur- 
ther this aim. 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE HOLDS HEARINGS NATIONAL LEPROSY ACT 


Witnesses Testify for Streamlined Version the Rarey Bill 


Meeting people who might help the progress H.R. 
5234 was part the Washington mission Nick 
Farrel Carville dischargee. Here 
shown met Rep. Overton Brooks Louisiana. 
Sam Rubin right), Monroe, leading Louisiana 
legionnaire and loyal friend Carville patients, ar- 
ranged the introduction. Mr. Rubin made many other 
valuable contacts our behalf and stayed Wash- 
ington several days order attend the House 
hearing. 


subcommittee the Interstate and Foreign 
Commerce Committee the House Represent- 
atives heard testimony favoring the National Lep- 
rosy Act (H.R. 5234) June 23. The committee 
has been conducting hearings recently several 
the pending health bills. 

Representative James Hardin Peterson, Demo- 
crat Florida, had presented H.R. 5234 the 
House few days previously. The bill con- 
densed version the National Leprosy Act orig- 
inally prepared Col. George Rarey and in- 
troduced the Senate early this year 704 
Senator Claude Pepper. 

Testifying for the National Leprosy Act were 
its sponsors, Paul Strachan Washington, 
D.C., who president the American Federation 
the Physically Handicapped; Robert Stolar, 
M.D., Washington, D.C.; Nick Farrell, Chicago, 
Baton Rouge, La. and Harry 
Wender Washington, D.C., who general 
counsel the American Foundation for the 
Physically Handicapped. Statements supporting 
the bill were submitted Col. George Rarey, 


Decatur, Ga.; Perry Burgess, president the 
Leonard Wood Memorial, New York; and 
Kellersberger, general secretary the American 
Leprosy Mission, New York. 


June 27, reporting person the Carville pa- 
tients the Washington doings, Nick Farrel (at the 
mike) and Spann, Carville’s “old faithful” drew 
full and most enthusiastic house. 


5234 contains six the main provisions 
the act proposed Col. Rarey, namely: the 
dissemination pertinent facts concerning lep- 
the extension treatment leprosy, vo- 
cational rehabilitation services for persons with the 
disease, medical research leprosy, the National 
Advisory Council Leprosy, and financial assist- 
ance leprosy patients and their dependents. 

has been indicated that the Federal Security 
Agency, which includes the Public Health Ser- 
vice, favors the first three provisions. the ab- 
sence the Surgeon General for the United States, 
adequate estimate could made regarding the 
Agency’s probable stand the research and ad- 
visory council proposals. reliable Agency source 
says that not assumed that the Agency 
would oppose medical research into leprosy. The 
provision for payments patients and their de- 
pendents might encounter Agency opposition 
“matter policy”. 

far have been able learn, the Feder- 
Security Agency was not represented the hear- 
ing. 


Dr. Nunzio Carrozzo the most recent addi- 
tion our resident medical staff. Dr. Carrozzo 
was duty the Marine Hospital, Balti- 
more, before coming Carville. 
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STIGMA 


Short Short Story 


Claude Brown 
Little Rock, Arkansas, National Field Representative, The American Legion 


Aimlessly, José Garcia shuffled with scurrying 
humanity spacious Canal Street, heading for 
the post office. Sometimes his monthly disability 
check arrived day early. After year’s hospital- 
ization, followed another year intermittent 
employment. the monthly windfall $138 was 
lifesaver. 

His daily routine mingling with crowds, yet 
never expecting see familiar face, offered 
escape from boredom. Even though felt strange- 
apart from the bustling, self-centered throng, 
enjoyed the freedom roam about, ride street 
cars, attend movie shows and rub elbows with 
pedestrians who accepted him with good-natured 
indifference. 

Turning abruptly, bumped into husky, 
florid-faced man. 

“Say, you!” the stranger bawled. “look where 
going!” 

“Excuse me,” José murmured. Then his face 
lighted. 

“Tubby Jones!” gasped. 

“José Garcia,” the man beamed. “Well 

Tubby grabbed his friend’s limp arm. “Well, 
can’t you shake hands?” demanded. “After 
three years away from the South Pacific, imagine 
running into you.” 

José grinned. “It’s been long time.” 

“Let’s get beer.” Tubby dragged his buddy into 
oyster bar and ordered. 

“Now tell about yourself,” Tubby demanded, 
after sampling the beer and wiping his pudgy lips 
his shirtsleeve. 

“After landed San Francisco, was 
into hospital where they kept awhile—” 

“But, José! You were okay when hit Frisco.” 

José toyed with his beer mug, and parried: 
“After the hospital, worked little off and on.” 

you have post office job waiting for 

“They take back.” 

“The hell they José exploded. “With 
your reemployment rights, got give 
you your old job one just good.” 

Garcia shook his head sadly. “It’s not that easy.” 

Tubby scrutinized his companion suspiciously. 


THE STAR 


you psycho?” 

“No!” José smiled mirthlessly. 

“Getting any 

“Yes; $138 month.” 

“Gosh, man! That’s total disability!” Tubby 
roared. “You damned gold bricker! Spending 
year bunk fatigue hospitals, and drag- 
ging down 138 smackers. What racket! And all 
most had was malaria and jungle rot that 
some strong soap cured.” 

Embarrassed, José silently gazed into space. 

“Aw, José; forget it,” Jones snapped. “After all, 
it’s none damned business.” 

“Tubby,” José ventured. want tell you 
something. I’ve got talk somebody. All 
people are Puerto Rico, and there’s one 
here want listen.” 

“Okay, pal,” Tubby grinned. “Spill it. And it’s 
something land you jail, barge and 
bunk with you.” 

“It’s nothing like that,” Garcia explained. 
“Tubby, remember how you were always playing 
pranks Joes?” 

“Do I!” guffawing. “Remember—” 

“Once you stuck lighted cigarrette arm 
while was carrying plate hot chow.” 

“Yeah, and brother, took plenty guts, let- 
ting like you didnt feel it.” 

“But Tubby, didn’t feel it.” 

“Say, who you think kidding?” 

“I’m not kidding,” José protested. never felt 
that cigarette butt you pressed near elbow. 
exposed pitted brownish scar. 

“What you mean?” 

“No, because the time some kind 
skin and nerve disease.” 

“What 

“Hansen’s disease the new name for it, 
but inherited old Biblical name.” 

“What’s the old name?” 

“Leprosy.” 

“Holy Smoke!” Tubby gasped, overturning his 
glass, and staring with mingled pity and terror. 

“There’s nothing fear now,” José declared. 
“It’s not catching like smallpox. Besides, I’m cured.” 

“No kidding?” 

“It’s nothing kid about,” José explained. 


eating you, José?” kidded myself first, although seen plenty 
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cases home town Puerto Rico. was sev- 
eral months before the medicos California found 
the bugs, and then was sent special Pullman 
car the Leprosarium Carville, Louisiana.” 

Tubby shifted uneasily and ordered more beer. 

“At Carville, got lucky break trying out one 
the new drugs, and after twelve monthly neg- 
ative skin tests, was discharged arrested case.” 

“Well, why worry, 

“That’s the hell it,” José commiserated. “Who 
wants anyone around who has had 

“What lousy break 

lost one job after another because 
produce health certificate, kecp from 
knowing been Carville.” 

Tubby gulped his beer. “With 128 bucks month, 
you should worry.” 

“But want live decent, instead hiding 
like damned crouk.” José retorted. “Even the 
bugs were active, couldn’t pass them on. One 
scientist shot himself with the bugs dozen times 
and couldn’t catch the disease.” 

“Wonder picked any the bugs over 

“Hell, no!” José responded. “I’ve probably been 
carrying them system for twenty years, and 
then they showed the Islands.” 

“It’s tough, chum.” Tubby started pat his 
shoulder, then reconsidered. “I’ve got 
go,” announced brusquely, arising with nerv- 
ous clumsiness. seeing you.” 

Garcia meditated, sipping his beer, relieved over 
the release pent-up restraint. blame 
Tubby for running away. realized that false 
ideas about leprosy, passed from one generation 
another, naturally make everyone fearful. 
Grimly foresaw that many years may elapse 
before discharged patients like himself might 
have chance work, mingle freely with their 
associates without the stigma and shame the 
disease. For the rest his life felt would 
shunned. discharged without advance notice from 
every job obtained, with refuge excepting 
the Leprosarium. 

The endless days had spent Carville with 
its monotonous routine, its stoical, hopeful patients 
and complete isolation, lost much its depressive- 
ness realized was one the fortunate 
patients attain early arrest, and had been 
rewarded grateful government with disability 
compensation. 

counted the small change his pocket. Bare- 
enough remained last until the check. arrived. 

proceeded the post office. the general 


delivery window, was handed letter. was 
not the usual dark brown window envelope con- 
taining his voucher. 

With nervous haste, ripped open the Veterans 
Administration envelope. Anxiously scanned 
the contents, failing grasp the significance 
the stereotyped words until read the conclud- 
ing sentence: 


leprosy condition has been arrested for 
more than year, revealing disabling symptoms. 
You longer constitute menace public health. 
Your monthly award disability compensation 
has been discontinued.” 

Jose’s story parallels actual case World War 
veteran discharged from Carville some time ago. When this 
veteran’s predicament was brought the attention the 
Central office, got percent rating $41.40 
having his compensation discontinued. 
This award was made for residual neuritis and not for ar- 
rested. Hansen’s disease, which under the law would neces- 
sitate percent rating, thereby ignoring the fact that the 
unwarranted stigma attached the disease greater oc- 
cupational handicap than had lost both legs action. 

difficult explain these rating technicalities, But, 
understand that result the above action, plans 
rate World War Hansen’s disease cases 
presumably remission, percent rather than percent. 
But so, the rating would for residuals rather than 
arrested Hansen’s disease, unless active condition were 
indicated, which event the rating would revert total, 
$138.00. However, these are “plans” —actually, once ar- 
rested and non-contagious, veteran CURRENTLY rated 
under Skin Diseases, with special consideration for dis- 
figurement the face. Non-service-connected World War 
vets with Hansen’s disease receive $60 per month while 
rated active. Should the disease become arrested, they 
would continue this amount for only long 
they are considered permanently and totally disabled, and 
then —nothing. 


Under the World War schedule, provision 
templated for Hansen’s disease remission, presumably 
there would arrested condition. 


The regulations concerning tuberculosis, considered 
“sister disease”, but having far less stigma attached 
because wide-spread education, show World War serv- 
ice-connected cases are protected statutory award. 
They draw percent for arrested for five years and 
still arrested, percent for the next five years, and then 
percent. Activity during these periods will permit re- 
sumption total rating, moderately severe condition 
exists. 

Some who have studied the problem World War 
vets with arrested Hansen’s disease, believe that practical 
solution would allow least five years for total rat- 
ing continue after apparent arrest, and then, the case 
completely arrested with few residuals, apply percent 
rating for least another five years. Even then there will 
remain occupational handicap which will extremely 
difficult overcome. 
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HANSEN’S DISEASE THE 
MILITARY SERVICE 


total World War veterans have been 
admitted this hospital August 1949. 
this number are patients here today, have 
been discharged with disease arrested 
and one medical discharge, continue his 
treatment his home state). are AWOL and 
one died. 

the World War veterans who have been 
admitted this hospital August 1949, 
are here today, have been discharged, are 
AWOL and have died. 

Two Spanish-American War Veterans are pa- 
tients here today. The current patient enrollment 
also includes peace-time veterans. 

MARCHING ALONG TOGETHER 


The Associated Editors Tuberculosis Publi- 
cations, whose organization has been inactive 
during and since the war, have now established 
permanent address Post Office Box 631, Detroit 
31, Michigan, U.S.A. THE STAR has accepted 
invitation join the A.E.T.P. note with sat- 
isfaction the following comment appearing 
THE FLUOROSCOPE, published the patients 
Maybury Sanatorium and Kiefer Hospital, tu- 
berculosis institutions the City Detroit: “The 
A.E.T.P. can one the most effective lay 
groups the fight against tuberculosis and Han- 
sen’s disease its possibilities are thoroughly 
realized and its efforts suitably guided.” 

There are more than 2,000 books the patients’ 
library including fiction, non-fiction 
books, plus large number talking books. 

The “talking book” edition the Reader’s Di- 
gest received here each month. 


THE STAR has received permission from the postoffice 
department, under our second class mailing permit, 
combine the July and August numbers into one issue each 
year. This will give our readers eleven issues instead 
twelve, and may give chance coast for week two 
during the intense Louisiana heat. 


NOTICE SUBSCRIBERS 
When You change your mailing address please notify 
us. you not, THE STAR returned the post- 
office, BUT they not furnish the new address. All 
can remove your stencil and you will not receive 
until you send the new address. 


SULFONE MAGIC 
FACTS AND FIGURES 


total patients received discharges from 
the Carville hospital during the months ending 
June 30, 1949. This represents the largest number 
patients discharged any similar period 
since the hospital opened over years ago. Dur- 
ing the year ending June 30, 1948, the number 
patients discharged was 34. 

the dischargees, were listed “Han- 
sen’s the remaining six were 
given medical discharges. The latter returned 
home with the full approval their individual 
state health departments and are continuing treat- 
ment. 

answer query from the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, Dr. Johansen, Medical Of- 
ficer Charge, credited sulfone therapy for the 
“improving record.” 

Sulfone therapy was instituted Carville 
under the late Dr. Faget. The first pa- 
tients under sulfone receive discharges 
were ready leave the hospital 1944. Accord- 
ing the records, the majority patients dis- 
charged since then “arrested” cases took the 
sulfone derivatives for from three three and 
half years. Since 1944, only three the discharged 
patients who had been sulfones returned 
Carville reactivated cases. 

Practically all patients who can tolerate the sul- 
fones are receiving them some form Carville. 
the total patient population 388, 347 are 
sulfone therapy. 

Dr. Johansen said, “We are just now beginning 
appreciate the impact the sulfones 
ing Hansen’s disease. The number patients who 
will discharged ‘arrested’ can expected 
increase time goes on.” 


CARVILLE CONTRIBUTES 


The patients and personnel this hospital re- 
cently contributed $357.56 the American Can- 
cer Society’s fund-raising drive. More than one 
third this amount was donated the patients. 
The contribution was made through the Federal 
employees’ division the campaign. 

The Carville contribution brought the comment 
from Gary Gillis, State campaign chairman, 
“Words can’t describe our feeling humility and 
gratitude. It’s just one those things that speaks 
tor itself.” 


When you finish reading THE STAR will you please 
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REPORT THE FORTY AND EIGHT 


opened Volume THE STAR (Sep. 
and services during the previous year. Now 
are closing that volume and again time talk 
things over and thank you publicly for all you 
have done this year help bring Hansen's dis- 
ease before the public its true light. This battle 
are waging will long drawn out, 
for too few people are willing accept facts when 
they are presented and with our circulation 


few are reached. reminds what friend 
once said, “THE messages are like good 
sermon church; they reach only the people 
who need them the least.” course, realize 
that every little bit added makes little bit more 
and someday, someway, the road will smoother 
for the patients future years. With the help 
God and the continued support the National 
will plod along our uphill 
educational campaign. 

Since our last annual report have met 
many more Voyageurs from all parts 
our nation and this writing are an- 
ticipating visit from Charles Ardery, 
Correspondant National. Each year there 
new Chef Chemin Fer but Mr. 
Ardery goes right along, year after year, 
handling the work National Head- 
quarters Indianapolis. There has been 
much correspondence between Mr. Ar- 
dery and our office and now that 
here for visit will longer only 
signature his Carville friends. 

The equipment purchased National 
for THE STAR has been operation 
over year and with have been able 
publish THE STAR with much less 
physical exertion the part the press 
room crew. 

The FORTY AND EIGHTER has car- 
ried some fine articles Carville during 
the year. The most recent was “Rainbow 
Over Carville” Harold Haines 
Cedar Lake, Ind., National Chairman 
Voiture Activities. THE STAR one 
that committee’s projects. 

The Grand Voiture Washington re- 
quested every Voiture underwrite sub- 
scriptions for hospitals and public libra- 
ries and the response has been splendid. 
Now, the Michigan Grand Voiture 


planning similar program. 

The Grand Voiture New York sent the 
fines collected their Petite Promenade help 
purchase some type. Voiture 17, Brooklyn, also 
sent contribution for the equipment fund and 
Voiture 533, Bronx, sent check for social service. 

Clark Wells Toledo, Ohio, sent check for 
equipment Christmas and Voiture 542 San 
Antonio, Texas, helped out with social service. 
Mr. Murnane Voiture 1234, Chicago, has 
kept Carville before the Voyageurs and they 
some money help with the Community Christ- 


mas party. 


Louisiana ever active. Probably because 
many Voyageurs from this state have visited 
here and know us. This year the Grand Voiture 
contributed $160 for our educational fund. 

Voiture 567 Savannah, Ga. had game party 
last February assist with the ever present bills 


GEORGIA 


MEMBER LEGION Post 
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Wallace Blackley, Atlanta, Carville Chairman 
Georgia, devised the STAR coin boxes raise 


funds for social service. 
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for press room supplies. The proceeds amounted 
$251 and helped lot. Wallace Blackley, Car- 
ville Chairman, collected almost $25 his STAR 
coin boxes and sent along for social service. 

The Paul Owen trophy, the Georgia Voit- 
ure accomplishing the most for THE STAR this 
year, was awarded Voiture 1229 Marietta. 
Mr. Owen has promised another trophy next year 
the same basis. 

Georgia under Wallace Blackley and South Car- 
olina under Tom Williams has continued its 
friendly rivalry the subscription campaign. The 


Tom Williams, 
Grand Correspond- 

ant South Caro- 
lina, has sent 
many subscriptions 
this year. 


totals are closer than ever this year the tally 
states shows. 

each you who has helped one way 
another, our heartfelt appreciation. Without 
your support, your interest and your friendship, 
would not able carry our educational 
campaign. Correspondence with Voyageurs has 
been very heavy and feel made more 
friends than ever while retaining the former ones. 
Keep your letters and subscriptions coming Car- 
ville way and this end our best keep 
sending THE STAR your way monthly. 


SEPTEMBER 1, 1948 THROUGH JULY 31, 1949 


*States not listed not have subscriptions from Voyageurs 


A.P. 


KEY MAN 40&8 IMPRESSED CARVILLE 


not our power repay the heavy debt 
the American Legion, for the inestimable moral 
and financial support they have given THE STAR’s 
educational program since Societe adopted 
officially six years ago. However, local Voya- 
geurs and THE STAR staff, were privileged ex- 
press our appreciation personally the guiding 
spirit behind this organization 95,000 Legion- 
naires, when Charles Ardery, Indianapolis, 
Ind., Correspondant National, visited this hospital 
July 15. 

The picture (right) shows Charlie accepting from 
Medina, Chef Gare, rare antique brooch, the 
gift our Voiture Locale for Mrs. Ardery —“the 
only lady life,” said. 

Charlie Ardery and group prominent Louis- 
iana Voyageurs drove over Carville from Baton 
Rouge where the Correspondant National 
tended the state convention the American Le- 


gion and special guest the Grand Promen- 
ade the Charlie has served Societe 
with distinction for more than quarter 
century. 


Dr. Johansen, member our local 
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Voiture, took the visitors tour the hospital 
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and then brought them THE STAR plant. 
Here Charlie saw our modern printing equipment 
action. His pleasure was evident. Charlie played 
major part effecting the purchase the press, 
folding machine and paper cutter. 

The visiting 8ers and the Carville Voyag- 
eurs got together the Club Lounge for big 
pow-wow. Charlie said that was much im- 


pressed our set-up and that his visit was “an eye- 
opener.” During the afternoon, our Voiture Lo- 
cale 902 received attendance trophy awarded 
Grand Voiture Louisiana. Spann, 
Chairman the Carville Coordination Commit- 
tee, made the presentation. 

Dr. and Mrs. Johansen entertained the 
visitors their home. 


AUXILIARY NEWS 


Flexmin Monroe, 
La. has been selected 
our delegate Pel- 
ican Girls State 
the campus 
veteran WI. This 
delegate. 
Newly elected of- 
ficers the Unit for 
the year 1949-50 will 
installed July 
20. After installation 
there will chicken supper sponsored Euclid 
Unit 343 Ohio. The officers are: Aline Strib- 
bling, President; Kitty Boudreaux, Vice-President; 
Grace Joy, Sec-Treas.; Rosie Rogers, Chaplain; 
Marie Luze, Historian; Mary Ruth Broussard, 
Sergeant-at-Arms; Marie Michel, Executive Com- 
mittee Woman and Hazel Manol, Asst. Sec-Treas. 
Mrs. Myrtle Wasser, District Rehabilitation 
Chairman, St. Louis Co., Mo., has sent two fold- 
ing wheel chairs for the use veterans here. Clif- 


ton Unit 421 Ohio recently sent check 
further our activities. 

Mrs. Pearl Morris, Department Rehabilitation 
Chairman, Indiana, wrote fine article carried 
the “Hoosier Auxiliary News” about our Unit and 
THE STAR. appreciate this publicity. 


entertained large group patients, members 
the personnel and visitors, lawn party June. 
Mrs. Schwartz, Mr. and Mrs. Massa, Mrs. Angell 
and Mrs. Peters (above) drove from Jefferson. 
the background are Mrs. Johansen, and 
Mrs. Percy Mills and Mrs. Hattie Dayries Baton 
Rouge. 


Aline Stribbling, President 
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The purpose this publication to: 
Furnish occupational therapy for interested patients. 
Encourage and service for needy patients. 
Kindly make checks money orders payable 
THE STAR 


Published monthly patients the United States Marine Hospital, National Leprosarium, 
Carville, Louisiana. 


PLEASE SEND THE STAR TO: 


Name 
Address 


SUBSCRIPTION $1.00 PER YEAR 
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ANN PAGES THE LADIES THE AUXILIARY 


The American Legion Auxiliary, including na- 
tional officers, state departments and units, has 
rendered valuable service Carville patients 
and THE STAR’s educational campaign 
loyal support our many projects. checking 
our files for the year which has elapsed since our 
last annual report (STAR Sep. note big 
increase correspondence and much from 
units with which had previous contact. 


Mrs. Norman Sheehe, Rockford, National 
Rehabilitation Chairman the Dr. 
Sheehe (below) visited here last October. Since 
then Mrs. Sheehe has written articles for the NA- 
TIONAL NEWS about Carville and has talked 
units and departments about THE STAR 
means rehabilitation. Much public enlighten- 
ment required before employers will hire dis- 
charged patients, matter how capable they are 
holding down the job. Mrs. Sheehe says, “It 
fondest hope that copy THE STAR will 
soon placed every public library Amer- 
ica.” That would good beginning for getting 
truths before the public. However, needs 
expanded with educational movie distributed 
throughout the nation schools, clubs and shown 
theatres. This, addition number na- 
tion-wide radio broadcasts and magazine articles, 
should begin make people think what ill- 
ness with misleading name not and what 
Hansen’s disease is. Mrs. Sheehe’s assistance has 
been the medium our initial contact with units 
and THE STAR has been their introduction 
our work. 


Our Mrs. “Steve” McCormick, Destrehan, 
La., the Auxiliary’s Carville Chairman and Liaison 
Representative gave one her 
fine talks the Area Rehabilitation Conference 
which met Jackson, Miss. last March. This 
brought our particular problems the attention 
more Auxiliary members. “Steve” has been 
closely associated with our work for many years 
that some her mail even sent here. She 
member our local Unit 188 and true friend 
all the patients, and especially those who have 
gone her with their personal and family prob- 
lems through the years before our medical social 
worker became reality. 

The local Unit, under the able leadership 
Aline Stribbling, has plugged THE STAR all its 
correspondence with Units throughout the nation 
and appreciate this cooperation. 

While speaking Louisiana Auxiliary members, 
must mention Mrs. Flood Madison, Jr., Mon- 
roe, National Executive Committee Woman, who 
did the ground work the purchase and delivery 
the Buick Super Estate Wagon. This was the 
gift the National Auxiliary and presented 
Mrs. Hubert Goode, National President, when 
she visited here, April 15. replaced the old Buick 
station wagon, also gift the National Auxilia- 
ry, which had made many long trips taking 
patients vacations that was worn out. 

The Department Louisiana sent $60 for the 
educational fund this year. The Minden, La. 
group continued the reading project for the hand- 
icapped men patients and the Units the 7th 
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District sent $30 toward the mending project for 
the handicapped women patients. Jefferson, Viv- 
ian and Farmerville Units the State contributed 
funds for our Community Christmas party. Den- 
ver, Colo., Savannah, Ga. and Houston, Texas 
Units also helped with the party and other social 
service phases our work. 

The Department Panama has sent checks for 
the equipment and record funds and the Depart- 
ment West Virginia bought blank records 
cut the recorder they gave last year. The 
Battle Creek, Michigan Unit contributed the 
equipment fund. 

Unit 184, Savannah, Ga., under the presidency 
Mrs. F.E. Phillips, has done outstanding job 
this year with their monthly game parties. Pro- 
ceeds these games are sent used 
deem best. They have helped keep the mend- 
ing project active, pay press room expenses and 
generously supported our social service work all 
year. doff our newest chapeaux salute 
this group hard workers. 

Districts New York, Illinois and Ohio have 
staged subscription drives which have brought re- 
sults and the Units Montana are underwriting 
subscriptions for libraries lively pace. 

All all, ladies, you’ve been busy little beavers 
helping others. We’ve enjoyed meeting some 
you for the first time and always has been 
grand have our old friends drop frequent- 
ly. Hattie Dayries, President Nicholson Unit, 
Baton Rouge, has been here every opportunity 
and always willing run errands, shop for 
help needed that requires physical labor, Hattie 
rolls her sleeves and pitches and oc- 
casion for being “dolled up” she’s there, too. Being 
East Baton Rouge Parish Health Nurse, she has also 
informed other nurses about Hansen’s disease. 

hope that many more you will come 
calling future months and all you keep 
Uncle Sam’s mailmen busy with 
warming letters. 

And now for summary STAR subscriptions 
from Sept. through July 31, 

Montana 82; Ohio 74; New York 73; Illinois 59; 
Alaska24; 
Maryland 22; Washington 21; Texas 21; Missouri 18; 
Arizona 14; Colorado 15; Utah Nevada South 
Dakota Arkansas Indiana Iowa Michigan 
New Mexico Oregon Kansas North Caro- 
lina Oklahoma New Hampshire Canal Zone 
Connecticut Delaware Kentucky Maine 
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Wisconsin West Virginia Wyoming and 

one each from Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Massachusetts, 

Nebraska, North Dakota, Tennessee and Vermont. 


D.A.V. ACTIVE HERE 


The Disabled American Veterans has translated 
into action its keen interest the veterans hosp- 
italized Carville. May the Louisiana Depart- 
ment the V., holding its annual con- 
vention New Orleans, adopted two important 
resolutions concerning veterans with Hansen’s 
disease. One resolution calls for 100 per cent rating 
for life for World War veterans with Hansen’s 
disease, even after the disease has become arrested. 

The other resolution asks that the future any 
veteran, having served endemic area and 
later hospitalized for Hansen’s disease, given 
presumptive service-connected rating. The present 
Veterans Administration Schedule provides that 
this disease must noted within one year after 
discharge from military service order prove 
service connection, despite the fact that medical 
authorities agree the incubation period Han- 
sen’s disease may from three twenty years. 

Speaking this hospital, while attend- 
ing the Louisiana Department convention, David 
Brown, Akron, Ohio, National Sr. Vice Com- 
visit Carville. was revelation me.” Mr. 
Brown, who will probably the V’s next 
National Commander, has offered his help 
change public ideas, saying, believe most people 
think leprosy mentioned the Bible 
and all too few know anything about now.” 

David Brown’s interest Carville was brought 
about Mrs. Florence Green, Kalamazoo, Mich., 
National Hospital Chairman the Aux- 
iliary. Mrs. Green might well called our ambas- 
sador. Her visit here, earlier this year, and her en- 
thusiasm for helping Carville, prompted the visit 
Mrs. Josephine Jeths, National Commander 
the Auxiliary. Wherever Mrs. Green goes, 
she tells people about Carville and the truth about 
Hansen’s disease. Through her personal efforts 
she has secured scores subscriptions THE 
STAR. Mrs. Green has been inspiration 
carrying our work. 

Carville has local Chapter, but many 
the vetérans here belong Capital City Chap- 
ter No. Baton Rouge, whose members frequent- 
visit here. Dr. John Harris and Perry Lucas 
Baton Rouge recently met with the local group. 
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DR. REGGIO DISCUSSES PROGRAM 


Dr. Reggio explains the patient what results 
may expected from treatment being given 
Miss Eva Laughlin, Physical Therapist. Miss Vir- 
ginia Hatch, Occupational Therapist, looks 
with interest. 


“For the first time, intensive research physical 
therapy and occupational therapy, with the end 
view developing basic treatment methods con- 
fined the peripheral nerves, particularly the three 
nerves that supply the hand and arm, being used 
investigative basis the treatment Han- 
sen’s disease, with minute notes being kept about 
the progress.” said Dr. A.W. Reggio, 
Washington, D.C., Chief, Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation Section, Division Hospitals, U.S. 
Public Health Service, during his visit here June, 
while discussing the expanded physical therapy 
program which has been launched this hospital. 
The advent sulfones and the encouraging re- 
sults obtained, necessitated acomplete change 
treating the disease. 


Dr. Reggio was impressed the improvement 
noted the patients since his visit here last 
year. was delighted with the advances made 
the physical therapy department under Miss 
Laughlin, Ph. T., and Miss Hatch, O.T., during 
the comparativelyshort time been duty 
here. However, emphasized that another year 
must elapse before any definite conclusions can 
reached. 

largely through Dr. Reggio’s very special 
interest Carville that this P.T. depart- 
ment has been expanded almost 
row its approach. Dr. Reggio pointed with 
pride the recent addition Dr. Solomon 
Winokur Consultant Physical Medicine. Dr. 


Winokur, Chief Physiatrist the Hospital 
New Orleans, who became interested Carville 
through Dr. Reggio, will hold semi-monthly clin- 
ics here. 

Dr. Reggio’s enthusiasm for physical therapy 
work seems run the family. His year old 
daughter, Phoebe “Hughie” will enter 
Simmons College, Boston, the fall, where she 
will begin four and half years’ course toward 
her B.S. and Diploma Physical Therapy. 


Dr. Daniel Riordan, New Orleans, special- 


ist surgery the hand, the latest addition 
this hospital’s list consultants. Dr. Riordan 
associate Dr. Rufus Alldredge, New Or- 
leans, orthopedic consultant here. 

Two Assistant Nurse Officers the Pub- 
lic Health Service are here for four months 
special training the care patients with Han- 
disease. They are Miss Marie Schanzmeyer, 
R.N. who has been duty Fort Stanton, New 
Mexico, and Miss Jesse Scales, R.N. who re- 
ported here from U.S. Marine Hospital, Mobile, 
Alabama. 

The U.S. Public Health Service instituted this 
program 1946 and since that time USPHS 
nurses have been assigned Carville for several 
months duty under Sister Teresa Kelly, Chief 
Nurse this hospital. 


DOCTOR CALLS 


his first visit Carville, Dr. Alonzo Brand, 
Washington D.C., Field Representative the F.S. A., 
took friendly interest the various aspects our 
hospital life. Dr. Brand shown here talking with 
Mrs. Hornbostel and the editor the STAR office. 


Place STAR your public library 
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THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


THE HOUSTON CHRONICLE sent 
the magazine sections carrying Edward 
“Lifting the Iron Curtain Leprosy”. distri- 
buted them among our friends and correspondents. 
One was sent our good friend Starling 
Savannah, Ga., who turned over the editor 
the SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 
linotype operator that paper). few days later 
fine editorial appeared entitled “The Fight Against 
Leprosy”. 

Sister Catherine Sullivan, N., Assistant, 
Daughters St. Vincent Paul, Normandy, Mo., 
who was duty this hospital for years, never 
misses opportunity talking about Carville. 
Sister Catherine was one three persons who dis- 
cussed “Mutual Relations the Hospital and the 
Community” over radio station WEW St. Louis 
June. have not received transcription but 
Sister writes, “The broadcast went off fine.” 

The printed word has great influence people’s 
thinking and good radio broadcasts, but 
where Hansen’s disease isconcerned nothing 
more educational value than visit Carville, 
where you see first hand what we’ve been writing 
about. Individuals and groups visit here much 
more frequently than years gone and invaria- 
bly leave with the feeling “How could have 
been wrong for long.” 

Miss Hilda Arndt, Asst. Professor, School 
Social Welfare, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, brought group summer students, 
all experienced social workers and teachers, late 
June for tour and discussion the social aspects 
Hansen’s disease. letter, after the trip, 
Miss Arndt wrote, “The group gained great deal 
helpful information but addition found that 
their attitudes toward disease were 
markedly modified and that their awareness 


the social implications the illness was deepened. 
The entire group enthusiastic the help they 


might able render through interpretation 
members their home communities.” 

Mrs. Evelyn Clark, Professor Health Edu- 
cation LSU, also recently brought her class here. 
This Mrs. Clark’s fourth field trip this hospi- 
tal. 


The St. Charles Mothers’ Club Thibodaux 
(above) takes trip some interesting place 
the state annually. This year chartered bus brought 
the group Carville and then later the State 
Capitol Baton Rouge. Thibodaux La- 
fourche Parish and spokesman for the group 
said, “Some people from our parish are now 
patients Carville and should know more 
about the hospital and the treatments that 
would more understanding the problems 
their families.” the proper approach rather 
than stigmatizing the family because lack 
understanding. 

Mrs. Lee Deavers Rogers, Texas, planned 
program Hansen’s disease her community 
and wrote for data. suggested that she 
borrow our set THE GHOST AND THE BELL 
records for the occasion. The meeting was held 
Dr. Cora Well’s home, practicing physician, 
with large group attendance. Mrs. Deavers 
wrote, “Some were amazed they couldn’t des- 
cribe their reaction. Others were delighted that 
the sulfones were much help arresting 
Hansen’s disease. Everyone left with enlight- 
ened mind.” 

Mrs. Betty Kean, Watervliet, Mich., contact- 
ing clubs her community for contributions 
place STAR subscriptions the library each 
school when the fall semester opens. 

Friends, nurses, students and members clubs 
are learning about Hansen’s disease and then cor- 
recting false notions that others have. 
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TERRITORIAL OFFICER VISITS CARVILLE 


Cites Importance Public Health Information Hansen’s Disease 


Dr. Lee meets Dr. Johansen 


Dr. Richard Lee, Assistant Health Exe- 
cutive the Board Health the Territory 
Hawaii, U.S. A., spent several days Carville 
early June. The Board which represents was 
recently charged with the responsibility admin- 
istering Kalaupapa Settlement and Honolulu’s 
Kalihi Hospital, the two hospitals Hawaii that 
care for patients with disease. 

Commenting the importance informing 
medical groups and the general public the 
nature and treatment Hansen’s disease, Dr. Lee 
said, “The greatest need disease 
education among the public and medical profes- 
sion. the Territory, the people know about 
Hansen’s disease and are not frightened it. 
course, could not talking this way the 
sulfones had not changed the picture.” 

Dr. Lee pointed out that physicians Hawaii 
are required visit Kalaupapa and clinic where 
disease treated before they are licensed 
practice medicine. 

“Through our public health program, are 
constantly seeking new cases,” Dr. Lee told THE 
STAR. “When find them, give them treat- 
ment patients are returned much 
sooner their families and their communities.” 

MOVE NOT MOVE 
That’s the Question Kalaupapa. 


While was Carville, Dr. Richard Lee said 
believed that there longer exists need for 
maintaining the Kalaupapa Settlement. said 
that the interests the patients would better 
served establishing one hospital within min- 


utes Honolulu, readily accessible for frequent 
visits patients doctors, family members and 
friends. 

Meanwhile, the Honolulu Star-Bulletin reported 
that group Kalaupapa patients, accompanied 
resident superintendent Lawrence Judd 
inspected the Waimano Annex Pearl City near 
Honolulu July Waimano Annex, former 
Navy barracks, was being considered replace- 
ment for Kalihi Hospital. Some the patients 
Kalaupapa would moved there too. 

Edward “Judge” Bell, prominent Kalaupapa pa- 
tient, wrote Governor Ingram group 
nine patients, which was member, flew 
Honolulu inspect the Waimano Annex. One 
member the group willing consider trans- 
ferral, but only certain concessions are made. 
The others (including myself) are definitely unwil- 
ling relinquish the happy and near-normal life 
Kalaupapa for what appears life con- 
finement and misery. Consequently, the patients 
and others the Settlement are very much 
larmed and severe state unrest prevalent over 
the prospect abandoning Kalaupapa forever. 

therefore maintain that the magnitude any 
drastic move must first decided purely upon 
the facts uncovered through intensive study 
the overall problem. The decision must based 
the humanitarian consideration.” 


WILBAR SAYS BOARD WILL NOT 
ABANDON KALAUPAPA 


July Dr. Wilbar Jr., head the 
Territorial Board Health, issued this statement: 

“The Board has not decided yet whether 
take over the Waimano Annex Pearl City. 
However, the Board does take over, desires 
assure the residents Kalawao County that 
the Waimano Annex will substitute for Ka- 
lihi. The Territory does not own Kalihi— merely 
rents year-to-year basis. The owner the 
land Kalihi would like the Board move 
elsewhere. The Waimano premises are much more 
desirable than Kalihi and the Territory would not 
have pay rent. 


“THE BOARD HAS INTENTION 
ABANDONING KALAUPAPA” 


When you finish reading THE STAR please help 
passing one your friends. 
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SOCIAL WORKER JOINS RESIDENT HOSPITAL STAFF 
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Miss Reebel has lost time making valuable 
contacts. She shown here THE STAR office 
where she met Mr. Burton Aycock, Baton Rouge, 
Director the Division the Blind, Office Pub- 

lic Welfare, State Louisiana. 


Miss Katherine Reebel, experienced so- 
cial worker, until recently Associate Professor 
Social Casework Ohio State University, School 
Social Administration, reported for duty this 
hospital June, assignment from the United 
States Public Health Service. The Service step- 
ping its social and rehabilitation program for 
Carville patients, keep pace with the rapid ad- 
vances being made the medical treatment 
the disease. 

Coincident with Miss Reebel’s arrival here, five 
patients got the good news that they have recov- 
ered from Hansen’s disease and can home. 
One Miss Reebel’s chores will help the 
discharged patient regain his normal place the 
community. Another Miss Reebel’s important 
duties will assist the newly arrived patient 
orientation and adjustment. The patient who 
has been the hospital fora number years, 
has his problems too. may problems within 
his family back home, some local difficulty 
which Miss Reebel will try iron out. 

beginning work with preconceived 
ideas,” Miss Reebel said. had lot mixed 
feelings about accepting this job. However, be- 
lieve the service plan give should stimulat- 
ing for everyone concerned including myself. 
well.” 

Early June Miss Reebel attended the Nation- 


Conference Social Workers Cleveland, 
where she met Dr. Earl Klein, head Louisiana 
State School Social Welfare. 
“When Dr. Klein heard was coming Carville, 
was tremendously interested. Dr. Klein hop- 
ing that Carville will become training center for 
his students. Education for social work ona 
graduate level and includes two-year training 
program, half which educational and half 
field work.” 

Miss Reebel very pleasant, easy talk and 
with, giving one the feeling that here person 
whom trust and confidence can placed. 
Her background reveals wealth experience. 
Miss Reebel’s career began the Pennsylvania 
Department Public Assistance years ago. 
She had years experience the various catego- 
ries public assistance work, including aid the 
blind, dependent children, the aged and general 
relief. Following this experience she worked 
the Northern New Jersey Mental Hygiene 
Greystone Park, New Jersey. 1943 she was 
duty Eloise Hospital which both general 
and mental hospital Wayne County, Detroit, 
Michigan. There she supervised students from 
Wayne University psychiatric social work. She 
then went the University British Columbia, 
Vancouver, assist establishing department 
social workers. While there, she supervised stu- 
dents the Vancouver General Hospital. 

“How did you happen become interested 
the Carville assignment?” asked. “Last January 
presented paper Boston the meeting 
the American Association Schools Social 
Work and after paper, Mrs. Cynthia Nathan, 
Chief, Social Service Section, Division Hospitals, 
Public Health Service, Washington, C., 
started sell Carville and believe me, she 
top saleswoman. April 9th met with Dr. Otis 
Anderson, Mr. Bunch, Dr. Reggio, Mr. Fitzgerald 
and Mrs, Nathan Washington and they fur- 
thered interest.” 

Miss Reebel agrees that the social problems 
Carville patients are caused largely lack 
public understanding. “This lack public under- 
standing,” Miss Reebel said, “is due large mea- 
sure the inaccurate and insufficient interpreta- 
tion information that has been available. The 
more accurate and understandable this informa- 
tion can be, the sooner the public will get true 
picture Hansen’s disease and its treatment. 
Then the present problems may alleviated.” 
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REVOIR 
THE BASKINS 


Rabbi and Mrs. Bernard Baskin (above) were 
here July 27th say goodbye their Carville 
friends and admirers. Rabbi Baskin, who has 
served the congregation the Liberal Synagogue 
Baton Rouge for the past two years, has accepted 
post Hamilton, Ontario, Canada. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Baskin have been coming 
Carville regularly call the two Jewish patients 
here and they have also become interested our 
community life. Rabbi Baskin has been giving 
series stimulating book reviews for group 
patients and some the personnel. 

Following his last visit, Rabbi Baskin wrote, 
left Carville yesterday with great sadness 
heart. During the past eight months have visited 
the hospital twice every month Jewish Wel- 
fare Board Chaplain and have come under- 
stand your problems and admire the courage and 
will that have seen every side. 

“The Marine Hospital unquerstionably good 
and ever-improving institution sympathetically 
manned and finely organized, yet know full well 
that the greatest problem you face the arduous 
task breaking down those barriers hatred, 
prejudice and ignorance which for scientific 
reason keep you isolated and inaccessible 
community. But comforted the knowledge 
that this fight for light and understanding you 
are being joined every day men and women 
vision and righteousness, many whom learn 
your situation through THE STAR, and who will 
not cease their work your behalf until victims 
Hansen’s disease are treated are patients 
any other illness and that misfortune will not for- 
ever regarded personal and irrevocable 
stigma.” 


DR. SCHWEITZER 
BUYS SULFONES 


When THE STAR learned that Dr. Albert 
Schweitzer, world renowned} French physician, 
author, musician, philosopher and medical mis- 
sionary, was his way the United States from 
his station Lambaréné, Africa, give lecture 
the celebration Goethe’s 200th birthday 
Aspen, Colorado, wired Dr. Emory Ross, of- 
ficial the Schweitzer Fellowship America, 
asking that, possible, arrangements made for 
Dr. Schweitzer visit this hospital. Dr. Ross ex- 
pressed Dr. Schweitzer’s appreciation but regretted 
that “pressure, time and extreme fatigue” pre- 
vented his coming Carville, adding that Dr. 
Schweitzer’s “tireless work Lambaréné for suf- 
ferers from Hansen’s disease one the great- 
est devotions his life.” 

The press reported that Dr. Schweitzer used the 
$5,000 grant received for his lecture buy 
Promin and Diasone for his patients Lambaréné. 

Dr. and Mrs. Schweitzer have returned Lam- 
baréné continue their years faithful ser- 
vice humanity. 


FOR YOUR BANKING 


SEE WRITE US, 
PLEASURE SERVE! 


Checking Accounts, Savings Accounts 


Christmas Savings, Loans, 
Deposit Boxes, Exchanges, 
Bank Money Orders, 
Travelers’ Cheques 


Your Mail Box our Teller’s Window, 
let know any way can serve 
you any time 

LOUISIANA NATIONAL BANK 
BATON ROUGE 
Established 1910 Member 
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AROUND 
THE 


While Washington recently, opportunity was 
provided for yours truly confer with officials 
the various constituent departments the Federal 
Security Agency, including the Office Educa- 
tion, Office Vocational Rehabilitation and the 
Assistant Surgeon General. 

Dr. McGrath, Commissioner Education, 
proved intensely interested Carville and 
its educational problems and demonstrated his in- 
terest making possible for meet various 
members his staff exploratory conference 
related our program. Assistance from the Com- 
missioner’s office must, course, largely 
consultative and advisory nature, inasmuch the 
Office Education not operating program. 

The Office Vocational Rehabilitation in- 
timately aware the needs Carville patients. 
Again, the Federal level, assistance confined 
largely consultation and planning. However, 
the State level, find expression such plan- 
ning and consultation the fact that Martin 
Brown leaves late this month enter radio train- 
ing school. 

Plans have crystallized establish Advisory 
Educational Committee composed small but 
distinguished group educators. The basic objec- 
tive the group will the development 
long-range educational plan for the hospital. 


The initiation local publication circulate 
inside Carville would solve some our present 
problems regarding communication and the dis- 
semination “good” information purely local 
interest. may that the “grapevine” “under- 
ground” succeeds transmitting information 
quickly. But the same “grapevine” and “under- 
ground” frequently develop twists and the messages 
delivered are sometimes garbled. 

THE STAR strives reach the general public 
effort awaken public thinking and 
bring about changed concepts regarding Hansen’s 
disease. But, not have local paper this 
hospital. 

Here are, community approximately 400 
persons with way inform each other 


CORNER 
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Tuomas Jr. 
DIRECTOR, COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 


events common interest. New patients arrive, 
staff member transferred, patients are dis- 
charged, Legion Post and Forty and Eight conso- 
lidate quarters. internal publication would 
feature movie schedules, official announcements, 
change hours library operation, reports 
Boy Scout activities, financial reports patient 
organizations, proceedings meetings Patients’ 
Federation, softball box scores and fielding and 
batting averages players, news activities 
Natural Club, coming entertainment events with 
some background regarding entertainers and the 
program, special announcements connection 
with religious services, and transportation sched- 
ules. 

The need for patient publication evident. 
Solution requires few willing hearts and the 
courage that has long characterized Carville. 
should appreciate the assistance all patients who 
wish give usa hand bring into being internal 
publication for the benefit the folks Carville. 

Henry Thomas, golf professional from New 
Orleans, visited recently. addition renew- 
ing acquaintances here the hospital, Thomas 
played round golf with group patients. 
Mr. Thomas had with him Mr. Andy Pilney, for- 
mer All-American football star Notre Dame, 
who present Assistant Football Coach Tu- 
lane University. 

Mr. Pilney brought movies the 1948 Tulane 
vs. football game and personally did the 
narration the picture unfolded. 

Following the movie and question and answer 
session football, the group adjourned the 
golf course. Sam Tiumalu and Andy Pilney teamed 
against Kenon and Henry Thomas. Kenon and 
Tiumalu are the leading golfers the patient 
body. Atthe end nine holes, Tiumalu and Pilney 
emerged victorious two up. Pilney shot par 
every hole, his first time the course. 

Arrangements are under way insure visit 
from Mr. Thomas twice month. these occa- 
sions, planned provide group instruction 
the various phases golf. 
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SHOW BUSINESS 


The business-like voice that asks crisply “Num- 
ber, please,” can also give with “Basin Street Blues”, 
“Good Man Hard Find”, “Strutter’s Ball” and 
many other old favorites. For the “Plantation 
Maids” that sang, danced and frolicked through 
two hours minstrelsy our theatre Sunday 
afternoon, June 26th, were none other than 
group long-distance operators from the South- 
ern Bell Telephone Co., New Orleans. The “hello 
girls” all donned black cork except Mrs. Mathew 
Hartmann, one the supervisors who was inter- 
locutor and kept the show moving galloping 
pace. The songs were hardy perennials but the 
gags were “fresh”, with French Quarter flavor, 
sounding more Minsky than minstrel. 
specialty and Spanish number costume 
solo dancer won much applause, but the sweet 
young thing who warbled “Frankie and Johnny” 
hit the house just right, especially the local “Sun 
Dodgers” who occupied the front rows. 

This entertaining show, which the patients ap- 
preciated very much, was arranged and sponsored 
the Claude Chesney Unit No. Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary, New Orleans, 
through its hospital chairman, Mrs. J.J. Fisher, 
who with Mr. Fisher, State Chaplain the DAV’s, 
accompanied the troupe Carville. 

Mrs. George Parker, State DAV Auxiliary Com- 
mander, and many other visitors were the party 
motoring from New Orleans. 


added attraction the movies Saturday, 
July was the appearance George Weisensel, 
Baliimore magician, who entertained for half 
hour. Mr. Weisensel, representative Coe Lab- 
oratories, Inc., performs frequently dental 
conventions throughout the country and gives 
much time entertaining hospitals, orphanages 
and other institutions. 


Sunday, July 10, Carville got sneak preview 
LOUISIANA UNLIMITED, motion picture 
about the State Louisiana which included se- 
quence this Marine Hospital. Manny 
Nathan, Hollywood, coproducer with Hilary 
Gaudin, New Orleans, LOUISIANA UNLIM- 
ITED, here for the preview, greeted friends and 
accepted congratulations praiseworthy 
chievement. 

With authentic commentary prepared 


Ken Gormin, top notch journalist the New Orle- 
ans Times Picayune, LOUISIANA UNLIMITED 
New Orleans, Shreveport. Baton Rouge, Alexan- 
dria and other cities and places the State. 
points out many the State’s natural resources 
customs, such blessing the 
Shrimp Fleet, and depicts the colorful celebration 
the world-famous Mardi Gras. 

The local audience really sat and took notice 
when Carville flashed the screen. This the 
closing sequence the picture and the expert way 
which handled should dispel many the 
public’s vague notions about Carville and Hansen’s 
disease. The scenes shift quickly from the modern 
buildings, beautiful grounds, laboratory, human 
interest shots the medical and nursing staff, 
patients riding bikes and playing ball, the editor 
work THE STAR office and close-ups 
Major and Mrs. Hornbostel arrives spend 
the day with her. 

This film opens anew the possibilities how 
valuable full-length factual and human interest 
motion picture Carville would our educa- 
tional campaign. Visual education accepted 
medium almost all other fields, particularly 
public health, why not Hansen’s disease. 

LOUISIANA UNLIMITED now available 
for rental and m.m. film. Write THE 
STAR and will forward your request the 


Baton Rouge 
Shop 


DALTON’S 


Phone 2-4421 


LOUIS CARVILLE, INC. 
General Merchants 
Fancy Groceries, Dry Goods, Hardware 
CONVENIENT COURTEOUS SERVICE 
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Further Facts 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 


infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 
the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have been employed the Carville hospital plumbers, 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 
contracting the disease. 

* 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single organisms 


impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 


painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
the two germs. 


cians, etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 


contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 
and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable 
diseases New York and Massachusetts and patients 
those States are subject “NO RESTRICTIONS.” down, 
go.) 

man woman may remain perfect physical health for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


cidence. What tuberculosis sanatorium can point such 
record? 


The condition which should officially known Hansen’s disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The Greek word “lepra” had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vague group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greek equivalent for “Zaraath.” The writers the New Testament followed the example 
the Greek Septuagint. The confusion between the Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause suffering 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter Leviticus sufficient convince any physician that the six seven 
conditions which are defined under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” today. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could never any acrobatics the imagination applied toinfection with Hansen’s bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with Hansen’s bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 


the extremities) are nowhere mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should conclusive 
proof that not the name disease and certainly not the disease that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases which 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the case Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was applied not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Testament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and believe, true explanation Biblical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the elimination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Lendrum, Assistant Professor Medicine, University Illinois, College Medicine, Chicago; Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Encylopedia, Vol. VIII; and other authoritative sources. 
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EDUCATION THE 
GENERAL PUBLIC 


necessary for the educational 


campaign get the help different organizations 
which influence public opinion, such as: profes- 
sional, civic, religious and missionary organizations, 
press associations, organizations authors, the 
radio broadcasting and moving 
tries, etc. 

The essential points bring out are: 

Avoid the use the word ‘leper’ and other 
undesirable terms. 

Correct the present error public opinion 
that leprosy Biblical scourge and that the pa- 
tient cursed. This error brings stigma and injury 
mankind, makes the patient conceal his disease 
and prevents him from seeking medical assistance 
and increases the danger the public. 

deprecate all arguments newspapers, 
magazines, novels, movies, etc., and all situations 
which leprosy and the patient are dramatized, and 
which not correspond human knowledge. 

—5th International Leprosy Congress, 
Havana, Cuba, April 1948 
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